Honolulu, T-".,
December &, </

Decrest Mother ond Ded,

Yesterdsy seems like g dream end still I con herdly reslize thet we are
in wer end thet an enemy force is trying to take these islonds. I am smazed
ot the dering of the Japenese although not at all surprised st thek® tresch-
ery. The wonder to me is thet our nsvy did not know more.

Todey hes been guiet snd se wes lest night except for a raid ebout nine
oelocks A bomb fell on our cempus et thet time dut it did not hit eny of the
tukldings. We prepered for the wnrﬂtjsleeping in our elothes. I know I went
to sleepbut it wes the kind of sleep thet mskes you feel ss tho you were awske
2ll night. I seemed to be milling over different things the whole night long.
John slept but he talked in his sleep end cried oute. At four in the moring we
got up, I got his breakfest in the dark =nd he started off ogain in the dsrk
for PesrlHerbor. How I heted to see him go for I was so afraid the raids
would begin s eny time.

odey I heve seen more of our plenes but still not very meny. Perheps they
ere going in different directions. Heaven® knowsthet I hope so.

Dick Carter stopped in yesterdey about four-thirty or five. He hed
tnsiness(he ig cornnected with Fort Shefter) in this section so he decided to
g0 » little out of his wey ond see how we were. He told a horrible tele of
whrt wes happening st the Fort Shefter Yorgue. He seid it wes evident th't
the boys were just heving en esgy going Sundry morning=-from the kind of cloth-

_ing they hrd been wesrirg. While he wes here, I heerd the femilie agﬂund of

John's little Willye coming up our drivewey end I do not ever“ﬂg§§1ng snything
more welcome. He got home much sooner then I hed expected but the orders were
thét those who hsd gone through the worst were to go home until the next
orpRmée morning.

His experience had been very horrible end I dmsgine it will be e long
time before he is brck to his old self sgerin. He hesrd the unusuel explosions
coming from Ford Isl:nd wey, went out to see whet wes up snd beheld the
Jepenese plenes flying no more theh 50 feet off the ground coming right be=
fore him. TheQgoélala wes blown up right befoes his eyes and the men worked
herd to get 211 the men off before she turned over on her side and senk. They
were not entirely successful. Thet ship wes tied up to the ddck. Then they
got three bettle ships snd three cruisers, snd some destroyers. John cennot
beer the thought of seeing our beautiful tig ships sent to the bottom with
just funnels sticking out of the weter., Later in the morgngng he wes celled
to try to move the huge crene so they could push e ship out of the wey or
something but the electric ceble hed been broken so they tried to do it angth-
er wey Jjust &8s more Jepenese planes ceme. Hhkan.to es much cower £8 he could
find but it wesn't enough for from the reer of the plenes flying low they

mpchinegunned ot him, The bullets so close lent wings %o thety feet cnd they

N il

“$hree/ themselwes over sgome sort of a high iron well or something so thet they

were between thet snd some cement. A pieeeof shrepnel ceme through & hole rnc
sereped his side but not serieusly, thrik goodness. It wee peinddd with
disinfectsnt down there. He dug the shrepnel out of the cement efter ell wes
quiet rnd drought it home. I hed no idee how jogged end hesvy they would
be.

They fought fires end did 211 kinds of things 11 day. The lest big
reid ceme £t sbout twelve o'clock. His praise for the boys on the UB8B Pennsyl—
venis knows ro bounds. He seid thet they were At their posts so quick thet
Lhe erpnot even know now how they meneged to do ite. They hed their ppm=poms
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et work rlmost immedistely. Thet ship heppened to be in drydock. It wae not
hit by bombs but the fwa destroyers werej otherwise the drydock might have
been wrecked. It wasn®t,

Perheps you hed better not tell to o much of whet I heve written beccuse
I do not know whether or not I sm telling what our government wovld prefer not
to be told. It is generdlly known ercund here now becsuse S0 meny either sey
whet heppened from the heighte nesrer Perrl Herbor or were, in & few crges
right there, es John wes. Ve are 211 just sick et the demege gone.

The lerding fields were bedly trested snd they ere working herd on kbem,
ve sre reelly not very well informed sas to what is heppening to the fleet
thet ieg doing 11 this destruckion. I hope something is being donel

The islends heve been put under militery rule snd from time th time the

redio tells us whet we sre to do end not to do. Fedios ere left on £l1l1 day
but they ere silent except for militery snnouncements. Once in & whige some
cmel)l item of news resches use. We shell now depend on meinlend brosdcemts
more then ever. Lest night we listened to KFI and reslized vhet & conserva-~
tive report wes being given.

Of ecourse bomgbs hsve fallen on the city and many people heve been
31led or wounded. Théhgs seem to be getting well under control but there
sre line-ups ot 211 the food stores. I went down the hill to get some bread
+nd wes gled I had enough food so thet it wes unnecessery to join the line.
Now the orders hsve come that we must continuve te trede at our regudar markets
end these merkets will be sllowed to sell only to regulsr customers and in
turn will be sble to get only their normel supply from their wholesesle houses.

A recent bresdcest seid thet there hed been no reids on Peerl Herbor or

other sections. Anyone herboring rny enemy will be trected e5 o treitor.
John will te sllowed to lesve there st six o'clock tonight. Thet meens

» long gidp home in the derk which worries me. Then we shsll est in the derk
egerin es we did last night. The basckout wes certeinly complete! I shell Dde
better orgrnized for tonight then I wes lest night. I wes not good for much
lret night,er ¢t e¢ny time during the dey. When John ceme home I wes g0 thenk-
rul. Those of our friends who come by thoucht thst he might never be eble to
come throughe I hed been efraid of the same thing.

We ere not allowed to use the telephone unlesgs for something speciel.

I eslled in school dbut there is nothing to do. Everything is orgsnized end
being teken cere of by those living on the cempus. I shall see whet tomorrow
bvfings before msking sny plens.

Do not worry unduly for now things sre really orgenized as they heve not
been snd the whole islend is on its toes. I am sure that the army and nevy
will bhendle the situation much better- now thet they know the enemy has
errived,

Thisg ig not the way I plerned to send your Christmes presents to you bdbut
“or now, this is the best I cen do. Plesse cesh the check, keep fifteen
dollers for yoursdlves, dividing it equelly between you two end teke the other
three dollers end divide it equslly between Hugh rnd Eloigse. All this tekes
the Christmes spirit out of things only I went you to get something yom mey
wante

I em s0 gled you sre not here. It iegn't thet I am ofraid to be here but
it is nice to know th't you egre s-fer where you are Jjust nowe John ig in the
dengerous plece. Thet is 11 I cen worry sbout, or rether it is 211 I want to
have to worry sbout. It will 11 end right I know, only it is herd to reelly

know wer hes esctuplly begun.

Juch, much love to you #11 ond have a Merry, Merry Christmes
even if you do wish we were with you, as I know you do. Ve sre together here
snd we love it here rnd this will =11 be over eventusllye.
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